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By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

W
hen Lori Knickerbocker and Yvonne
Henry saw the Broadway revival of the
musical, “Anything Goes,” they real-

ized it would be perfect for Westfield Summer
Stage. And now, Knickerbocker’s directing and
Henry’s choreographing this show for local audi-
ences.

“There’s something for everyone,” said
Knickerbocker. “There are dif-
ferent types of dancing and a
funny script, and it’s family-
friendly and appeals to all ages.
People will leave the theater
singing and dancing to the
tunes because they’re so happy.”

This Cole Porter musical com-
edy marks 12 years of Westfield
Summer Stage productions and

features a cast and crew of about 100. There are
adult actors, plus students from 15 different
schools, including Centreville, Chantilly and
Westfield high schools; St. Timothy Catholic
School and Rocky Run, Stone and Liberty middle
schools.

Geared for teen actors, technicians and musi-
cians, Westfield Summer Stage is a five-week, the-
ater-arts, summer workshop culminating in a
musical show. This one is challenging, said
Knickerbocker, because “it’s such a big spectacle
with so many song-and-dance numbers, about 200
costumes and a giant set. And for the first time
ever, we’re doing it for two weeks, not just one.”

The action takes place on a two-story cruise ship
built by the tech crew. It has railings, gangplanks,

a jail, staterooms and decks.
Said Knickerbocker: “It’s mas-
sive and will be awesome.”

Rachel Shirley, a 2012
Westfield grad, plays Hope
Harcourt, a wealthy debutante
in the mid-1930s. She’s sailing
from the U.S., with her mother

Lead actors in “Anything Goes” are (front row, from left) Corinne Holland, Julian
Sanchez, Katelyn Reimer, Joshua Ewalt, Colby Dezelick and Rachel Shirley; and
(back row, from left) Chaz Coffin and Karin Hoelzl. (Not pictured, Daniel Perkes.)
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‘Anything Goes’ in This Production
Westfield Summer Stage
presents musical.

To Go
“Anything Goes” will be performed

at Westfield High on Friday-Saturday,
July 20-21, at 7:30 p.m.; Friday-
Saturday, July 27-28, at 7:30 p.m.;
and Sunday, July 22, at 2 p.m. Tickets
are $12 in advance, $15 at the door.
Seating is reserved; online tickets are
at www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com.
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By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

W
hen hurricane-
force winds
slammed into the
local area two

weeks ago, they felled trees and
power lines and knocked out elec-
tricity to more than 1 million resi-
dents in Northern Virginia. Verizon
supplied electricity and phone ser-
vice to many of them, including
Fairfax County’s Department of
Public Safety Communications
(DPSC).

As a result, Verizon customers
here were plunged into darkness
and lost air conditioning in the

midst of a blistering heat wave.
And residents with emergencies
were unable to reach the 911 call
center by phone.

Called a “Derecho” because of
its straight-line winds, the storm
occurred Friday, June 29, around
10:30 p.m. Verizon wasn’t the only
power company knocked out of
service that night but, because it
serves Fairfax County’s 911 call
center, its loss here was felt.

“The storm struck the county
with great ferocity,” said DPSC
Director Steve Souder. “In its
three-hour duration, DPSC
workloads increased more than
400 percent. However, after the
storm passed, on June 30 at 6
a.m., suddenly the 911 lines
ceased to ring because of the fail-
ure in the Verizon 911 service.”

It wasn’t until the afternoon of

Losing 911
DPSC director
discusses power-
outage response.

See 911 Center,  Page 3

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

B
eing a dispatcher in Fairfax
County’s state-of-the-art,
911 center sounds like an

exciting job. It’s also stressful, tir-
ing, rewarding and, at times, har-
rowing.

“Not everybody can do this,”
said Sherrie White, assistant train-
ing supervisor in the 911 call cen-
ter, also known as the Department
of Public Safety Communications

Sherrie White, 911 assis-
tant training supervisor
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In Case of Emergency
A look at Fairfax
County’s 911 center.

Home Life Style
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and fiance, to get married in England. The
fiance is an English lord, and Hope’s mar-
rying him to please her mother, but she re-
ally loves Billy Crocker, played by Colby
Dezelick.

“She’s torn between her heart and her
head,” said Shirley. “She’s been raised to be
a lady and is friendly and polite, but also
innocent and a little sheltered. I like her
songs and her character because she’s a clas-
sic heroine, torn between doing what’s right
and what her heart tells her.”

Her favorite song is “It’s De-Lovely,” which
she and Dezelick sing and dance to together.
“It’s a cute song with a jazzy feel,” she said.
Calling it a fun show, Shirley said the audi-
ence will like its “goofiness, jokes and one-
liners. And a lot of the characters are ste-
reotyped and overly dramatic.”

Also a 2012 Westfield grad, Dezelick says
Crocker’s a N.Y. stockbroker who works for
Elijah J. Whitney, one of the cruise-ship
passengers. Crocker goes to the ship to give
Whitney his passport and papers. “There,
he sees Hope, whom he’d met three months
before and spent a wonderful night with —
but then finds out she’s engaged.”

So he stows away to be near her and has
to wear several, different disguises so he
won’t get caught. Also on board is Moonface
Martin, Public Enemy No. 13, who befriends
and helps Crocker.

“Billy’s trying to find opportunities to
meet Hope, but Moonface gave him Public
Enemy No. 1’s ticket and passport,” said
Dezelick. “So when he’s discovered on the
ship, they believe he’s Public Enemy No. 1.
But since no celebrities are on board, in-
stead of jailing him, they throw him a party.”

Dezelick said the show contains roman-
tic complications for many of its couples.
But eventually, they’re able to devise a plan
and marry the people they love. Fittingly,

he especially likes the song, “Easy to Love,”
which he sings.

“This is the prelude to the whole show,
where you see Billy and Hope meet,” he
said. “Because of this concept, the song’s
really cool because you later get to refer
back to that night. And it has a great melody
and presentation that go naturally with the
scene.”

Dezelick said the audience “will love the
show because it has such a wide range of
characters to relate to. It has wonderful
music and awesome dancing, plus lots of
terrific, quick, sitcom-type one-liners. The
audience will really have a good time —
they’ll want to get up and dance and sing
when it’s over.”

Playing Martin is Westfield rising junior
Julian Sanchez. “He’s a second-rate gang-
ster who sneaks on board to hide out for
awhile,” said Sanchez. “He’s really goofy,
funny and definitely lovable. He wants to
be Public Enemy No. 1, instead of 13; but
deep down inside, he’s not as bad as every-
one thinks he is. His sidekick Bonnie, played
by Corinne Holland, is his partner in crime,
and they have a lot of funny material to-
gether.”

Sanchez enjoys playing Martin because
“he’s really comedic and it’s such a notable,
Cole Porter role. Over the years, so many
funny comedians have played it, and Joel
Grey is playing it now on Broadway.”
Sanchez’s favorite song is “Be Like the Blue-
bird,” which he sings. “It’s Moonface’s at-
tempt to make Billy feel better about Hope,”
he said. “It’s a silly song and that’s why I
love it.”

He said the audience will see how much
time and effort went into the show and how
it’s culminated into something special. And,
he added, “They’ll love the big, musical
numbers because we have such strong vo-
calists and dancers.”

Westfield rising senior Katelyn Reimer
portrays Reno Sweeney. “She’s a well-
known nightclub singer and the closest
thing to a celebrity on the ship until they
discover Public Enemy No. 1 is on board,”
said Reimer. “She’s loud, brassy and self-
confident; she walks into a room and com-
mands it. But she’s also sweet and vulner-
able.”

Calling it her “dream role,” Reimer saw
Sutton Foster play it on Broadway and says
they have similar vocal ranges and manner-
isms. “She made the role come alive for me,
and I want to do the same thing for other
people,” said Reimer.

Her favorite number is “Blow, Gabriel,
Blow” because “it’s just pure fun. I get to

sing and dance and let loose, and I love
that.” Although younger audiences may not
have heard of “Anything Goes,” she said,
“They’ll be surprised how much they enjoy
it — every line is hilarious.”

Many Westfield alumni are leaders in the
Summer Stage program, including Kevin
Clay, assistant director, stage manager and
set designer; Avery Hobbs, assistant chore-
ographer and assistant director; Trevor
Knickerbocker, technical director, and Olivia
Brown, publicity. In addition, Claire
Manship is co-musical director with her fa-
ther, Charlie Manship. Vocal director is Carol
Jones.

“We’re mentoring the alumni so they can
run this program someday,” said Lori
Knickerbocker. “That’s been my vision since
day one, and it’s gratifying that they want
to come back and spend their summers with
us.”

As set designer, Clay took concepts from
the current Broadway revival and sketched
them by hand. “Then Trevor used an archi-
tectural-drawing program on the computer
to get the dimensions accurate,” said Clay.
“We collaborated with Tina Dempsey, who’s
doing the color schemes, set dressing and
furniture, and with our master carpenter,
Jeff Nelms, who’s building it with the stu-
dents. The ship has staircases, plus three
doorways, adding another layer to where
the choreography and acting can take
place.”

Claire Manship is conducting the 22-per-
son orchestra. “I love all the songs and I’m
excited to do it,” she said. “The Westfield
Theater Boosters have always been my ex-
tended family, and it’s nice to see so many
familiar faces. And after doing so many
Westfield shows and having so many good
memories of Summer Stage, it’s rewarding
to come back to my roots and take on a new
leadership position.”

‘The Audience Will Want To Dance and Sing’

Reno and the Angels from “Anything Goes.” Front row, from left, are
Serena Emanuel, Rebecca Shirley, Katelyn Reimer, Meredith Mehegan
and Nora Winsler. Back row, from left, are Katelyn Cooke, Alison
Koenigsberg, Selena Clyne-Galindo, Ola Pozor and Madeleine Bloxam.
(Not pictured, Rachel Moser.)

Rachel Shirley and Colby Dezelick
dance as Hope and Billy in
Westfield Summer Stage’s “Any-
thing Goes.”

Julian Sanchez’s and Corinne
Holland’s characters in “Anything
Goes” hide out on the cruise ship.

Katelyn Reimer and Joshua Ewalt
rehearse a scene from “Anything
Goes.”

Photos Courtesy of Mary Nelms
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(DPSC).
“We work 12-1/2-hour shifts and handle calls

about CPR, houses on fire, shootings – and this is
what we deal with every day,” she said. “It’s hard to
go home after days like that and leave it all behind
us.”

The 911 center is part of the Emergency Opera-
tions Center (EOC) within the McConnell Public
Safety and Transportation Operations Center
(MPSTOC) on West Ox Road near Route 29 in
Fairfax. And in the event of a national or weather-
related emergency, the building serves as a central
command facility where state and county represen-
tatives will work together.

White, of Chantilly’s Greenbriar community, re-
cently gave a tour of the 911 center to members of
the Sully District Police Station’s Citizens Advisory
Committee. Also present was Capt. Purvis Dawson,
that station’s commander.

Unfortunately, said White, some people call 911
for the wrong reasons, telling the dispatcher, for
example, “There’s a raccoon in my trash,” or asking,
“How do I cook a turkey?” Obviously, these calls
should not have been made to an emergency line.

But the majority of the calls are deadly serious.
“Our 10-week training is a model for other 911 cen-
ters across the country,” said White. “We’re trained
to talk you back down from hysteria.”

“These folks do a phenomenal job,” said Dawson.
“They miss out on family birthdays, holidays,
children’s soccer games and school plays – but they
come back and do it, day after day. Behind that phone
call to the police and fire departments are these
people; it all starts here.”

Callers don’t have to speak English or be fluent in
it to seek help. “Anyone can call 911, no matter what
language they speak, and we’ll help them,” said

White. “We’ll connect them to a language line [for
translation].”

What especially helps the dispatchers understand
the nature of a caller’s emergency is when that per-
son clearly explains the situation. “I have to picture
you placing a loved one on the floor so you can per-
form CPR,” said White. “You have to describe your
burning house and its exits so I can best tell you how
to escape.”

The frustrating part is that it’s similar to watching
a movie or reading a book, but stopping before the
ending. “We never know what happened [to the emer-
gency] for which we received the call,” said White.
“For example, you take someone through chest com-
pressions and then never know if the person lived.”

But it’s all part of the job, and 911 dispatchers fre-
quently deal with matters of life or death. “If we get
a 911 hang-up, often it’s a domestic-violence situa-
tion; and with our enhanced system, all your [con-
tact] information comes up,” said White. “We have
to return all these calls to make sure you’re OK —
and we’ve saved so many lives this way.”

The 911 center doesn’t close. “We’re here all the
time, 24/7, 365 days a year,” said White. “We work
weekends and holidays and don’t get snow days off.

Route 50 Traffic to Shift
On or about this Thursday, July 12, there’ll be a shift in the

regular traffic pattern for eastbound Route 50 traffic between
Stonecroft Boulevard and Pleasant Valley Road. Just to the east
of Pleasant Valley Road in Fairfax County, eastbound Route 50
traffic will be diverted some 50 feet to the north to cross over
Cub Run and go up to the Stonecroft Boulevard intersection.

Weather permitting, the traffic switch will occur at night and
will be fully operational Friday morning, July 13. The change
won’t affect access to or from any of the side streets or entrances.

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will

perform free, child safety carseat inspections Thursday, July 12
and 26, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in
Chantilly. No appointment is necessary. But residents should in-
stall the child safety seats themselves so technicians may prop-
erly inspect and adjust them, as needed.

However, because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles
arriving on each date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may
have enough time to properly instruct the caregiver on the cor-
rect use of the child seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to con-
firm dates and times.

Internet Security Workshop
Offered for Parents

Parents concerned about what their children are exposed to on
the Internet might want to attend an Internet Security Workshop
on Saturday, July 14, from 10 a.m.-noon. It’ll be sponsored by
and held at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 14150
Upper Ridge Drive in Centreville, behind the McDonald’s on Route
28.

Frank Stone, an Internet security specialist for a Defense De-
partment agency, will discuss practical ways of controlling the
content of computer and media influence that enters the home.
In addition, a Fairfax County police officer will speak about “Gen-
eral Safety for You and Your Children.”

Sully District Council Meeting
The Sully District Council of Citizens Associations and its Land-

Use Committee will meet Wednesday, July 25, at 7 p.m., in the
Sully District Governmental Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in
Chantilly. Call Jeff Parnes, evenings, at 703-904-0131.

The panel will learn about BB&T’s proposal to build a drive-in
bank in Centreville’s Sully Station Shopping Center. It will also
hear details about Fairfax Forward, Fairfax County’s next step in
the new planning process that replaced the countywide Area Plans
Review (APR).

Public Transit Meeting Set
The Fairfax County Department of Transportation is conduct-

ing the Countywide Transit Network Study to determine the type
of transit systems needed to accommodate forecasted growth
throughout the county over the next several decades. A public
meeting will be held Monday, July 16, in rooms 9 and 10 of the
county Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway
in Fairfax. It’ll run from 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m., with a 20-minute
presentation at 7 p.m.

The study will develop recommendations for where Metrorail
should be extended, where streetcar or light-rail systems are ap-
propriate, and where dedicated lanes that allow buses to move
faster could go. It will also recommend how the system may be
phased in and funded over time.

Area residents are encouraged to attend the meeting or a work-
shop to discuss the study purpose and scope and schedule and
help refine proposed study goals and objectives. They may also
help identify possible modifications to the Comprehensive Plan
designation of Enhanced Public Transportation Corridors.

Roundups

Call-Taker Job Details
❖ Applicant must successfully complete a battery of hiring

tests, plus panel interview. Must also:
❖ Be 18 and have a high-school diploma or GED.
❖ Have a clean police record.
❖ Pass a polygraph and background investigation.
❖ Comprehend the English language well.
❖ Type 30 words a minute and be able to multitask, prioritize

and make decisions.
Callers receive 10 weeks classroom training, plus 6-12 weeks

on-the-job training.
Shifts are 6:30 a.m.-7 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.-7 a.m.
Starting salary is about $38,000/year.

A bird’s-eye view of the EOC operations floor for Fairfax County 911, police and fire
dispatchers, VDOT and State Police inside the McConnell Public Safety and Transpor-
tation Operations Center.

A Look at County’s 911 Center
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Diane at (703) 507-9224
Marcy at 1-800-888-9040 (Toll Free)

or e-mail us at info@world-heritage.org
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NOW MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST,
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Of THE AMERICAN BOARD
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Call for your FREE Initial Consultation

www.nvaortho.com

Gainesville
7521 Virginia Oaks Dr.,

Suite 120
703-754-4880

Centreville
6138 Redwood Square

Center, Suite 103
703-815-0127
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But we love what we do for the
people and the county.”

There are 130 staffed posi-
tions working four permanent
shifts — two during the day and
two at night. In 2010, callers
received 895,360 calls. Of that
number, 485,681 were for le-
gitimate emergencies; 397,982
were nonemergency. Others
were towing and other reasons.

Once a dispatcher takes a call,
that person routes it to police
or fire personnel. “We’ve been
taught to investigate and ex-
tract information from you
about the incident,” said White.
“We’ll say, for example, ‘Give me
a description of the suspect and
the gun; tell me which way he
ran,’ because first and foremost,
we worry about safety.”

The same is true with a fire. “We have to send the
information to the units as fast as we can,” said White.
“We’re not perfect, but we try to be as close to it as
possible.”

“There’s a purpose behind every question they ask,”
added Dawson. “We need to know what we’re in for
so we can be better prepared for it. But meanwhile,
the first people have already been sent out.”

In addition, everything a caller says is recorded.
That way, said White, “We can go back and recreate
sequences and listen to the call again if there’s some-
thing difficult to understand. And if someone calls
in with a non-prepaid cell phone, I can find them
within 500 feet. Then officers can set up a perimeter
to find their home. I type the information and send
it to the officers.”

White said police and fire supervisors are in the
911 center with the dispatchers to advise them, when
needed. “We’re all working together,” she said.

“Police have CAD [computer-aided dispatch] ter-
minals that they can take with them from their cars,”

said Dawson. “Once a dispatcher
hits ‘send,’ we can read that mes-
sage on our computer screens.
But we practice every month
doing it the old-fashioned way,
without the computers. We still
want our officers to know how
to look into a map book, find a
street and get there, in case their
CAD goes down — and that’s
paramount to you all.”

White said the 911 center also
has a backup dispatch system.
“It’s called pencil and paper,” she
said. “I’ll take calls on a hand-
set, if the regular system goes
down.”

After the Sept. 11, 2001 trag-
edy, she said, public safety per-
sonnel adopted plain language
for communication, rather than
describing incidents in numeri-
cal codes. That way, all agencies
involved in an emergency can

understand each other because all their employees
are saying exactly what they mean. Said Dawson:
“The goal was seamless communication and we’ve
pretty much reached it.”

White said dispatchers in the 911 center also have
access to a full, gourmet kitchen and a gym within
the building “to keep everyone sane and healthy. We
take care of ourselves and each other. We have a great
group of individuals here — you don’t want anybody
else to have your back.”

At any given time, 28-38 dispatchers are on duty.
“We should have 50, but we’re short-staffed,” said
White. “They’re usually here three to five years —
and roughly 50-80 percent of the new recruits quit
by the end of the first year.”

“It’s partly because it’s such a stressful job,” said
Dawson. “And they often go on to become police,
firefighters and deputies.”

Basically, said White, “It’s a calling. I’ve got 13 years
in, and I will run this joint one day because I want to
make a difference for the county I live in.”

Tuesday, July 3, that 911 service was restored fully.
And in the interim, there was only sporadic service
throughout the county. The outage also affected 911
service in Loudoun, Prince William, Arlington, Alex-
andria and Stafford counties.

When the 911 lines went down, said Souder, the
normal backup phone numbers — the non-emer-
gency lines — went out, too, “which is rare to hap-
pen. So we had to find an alternative, 10-digit num-
ber for people to use.”

But until that happened, he said, “Initially, we told
people to flag down a police officer or firefighter if
they had emergencies. The spirit of Fairfax County
residents and their ability to react and improvise was
amazing. They picked the ball up and did what they
needed to do. As far as we know, there were no emer-
gencies that went unreported by some means.”

And when an alternative, emergency number was
established, DPSC posted it on the county’s Twitter
account and on Facebook and alerted TV, radio and
other media outlets. However, said Souder, “Because

of the electrical outage, many cell sites lost power
and went to generators — which eventually failed,
too. So people had multiple challenges.”

But he said Fairfax County’s emergency personnel
and DPSC employees are “pretty resilient, too; we’re
good at coping. The radio system used to communi-
cate with public safety field personnel — fire and
police — was still working. So if people flagged down
an officer for help, that officer would radio in to us
and we’d dispatch the appropriate units.”

Furthermore, said Souder, “Our Computer-Aided
Dispatch (CAD) system within our building contin-
ued to operate fine. And the officers had mobile CAD
computers through which we could continue to com-
municate with them.”

Nonetheless, he said, “911 is the most-recognized
number in America — and in the National Capital
Region with 7 million people, we can’t have this hap-
pen in a major emergency. The [Metropolitan Wash-
ington] Council of Governments will be undertak-
ing an inquiry to identify what Verizon can do in the
future so there’s no possibility of this happening
again.”

Reacting to 911 Power Outage

Inside Fairfax County’s 911 Center

Police Capt. Purvis Dawson
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Legislation going into effect this week in Vir-
ginia includes multiple bills that ease any
restrictions on guns.

The new laws:
❖ Eliminate the prohibition on purchasing

more than one handgun in a 30-day period.
❖ Add concealed handgun permits to the list

of acceptable forms of identification to vote or
when challenged.

❖ Provide that nothing in the Emergency
Services and Disaster Law shall be interpreted

to limit or prohibit the otherwise lawful pos-
session, carrying, transportation, sale, or
transfer of firearms.

❖ Provides that no locality may participate
in any gun-buyback program unless the gov-
erning body of the locality has enacted an
ordinance authorizing the participation of the
locality. The ordinance shall require that such
firearms shall be offered for sale by public auc-
tion or sealed bids to a person licensed as a
dealer.

July 1, Fewer Gun Restrictions

By Montie Martin

Centre View

O
n July 1, the 19-year restric-
tion on handgun purchases in
Virginia became null and
void. The measure was signed

by Gov. Bob McDonnell Feb 28, and effec-
tively allows an unlimited number of hand-
gun purchases to individuals in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

Small businesses that support the change
maintain a rise in handgun sales will lead
to increases in state revenue, and that the
restriction is fundamentally against the sec-
ond amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
Opponents of the measure argue that lift-
ing the restriction will facilitate arms traf-
ficking and further the image of Virginia as
a rogue supplier of firearms.

The one-handgun-per-month restriction
was a signature effort of the Douglas Wilder
administration, and was aimed squarely at
crime organizations from New York. Such
organizations filtered south to Virginia for
bulk purchases of handguns from local re-
tailers. By purchasing handguns in Virginia,
firearms traffickers circumvented stringent
controls in New York.

According to Don Beyer, lieutenant gov-
ernor of Virginia under the Wilder admin-
istration when the restriction was estab-
lished in 1993, the limit on handgun pur-
chases was seen as a practical and biparti-
san solution to gun trafficking.

“We wanted to break the link between gun
running in a way that the second amend-
ment would not be broken,” said Beyer in a
telephone interview. “We had a lot of bi-
partisan support, limiting gun purchases to
one per month is not the same as taking all
guns away. People thought this was a com-
mon sense approach, criminals were not
buying Virginia guns in bulk and to that
extent it was a very good thing.”

The restriction had an immediate impact
on Virginia guns found at crime scenes out
of state. According to the Journal of the
American Medical Association and ATF
records of traced firearms used in crimes,
41 percent of crime scene guns found in
New York City in 1991 originated in Vir-
ginia. Two years after the restriction was
put in place Virginia guns only accounted
for 15 percent of total guns used in crime
there.

The net effect of the restriction did not

hold up over time, however, and by 2006
Virginia was once again a top supplier of
guns used in out of state crime. Colin
Goddard, a survivor of the 2007 Virginia
Tech mass shooting and spokesperson for
the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Vio-
lence, notes that guns trafficked from Vir-
ginia are caused by ever increasing excep-
tions to the one-handgun-per-month restric-
tion.

“Lobby groups like the NRA started tak-
ing away pieces of the law until they could
claim it was redundant. The law did not
apply to private sales, collectors, and not if
you had a concealed handgun permit,” said
Goddard in a telephone interview. “Basically
everyone was exempted except gun traffick-
ers.”

The consequences of firearms trafficking
are deadly. In December of 2011, NYPD
Officer Peter Figoski was shot and killed by
a Virginia handgun. Following the high-pro-
file murder, New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and Boston Mayor Tom Menino
brought the issue of illegal guns to the na-
tional stage during a 30-second advertise-
ment for Super bowl XLVI. Although
Bloomberg did not call out Virginia by name
during the Super Bowl slot, in an emailed
statement to the Connection Newspapers
the mayor made his sentiments clear.

“Virginia is the number one out-of-state
source of crime guns in New York, and one
of the top suppliers nationally,” said
Bloomberg. “If they care about innocent
people and police officers being shot, they
should be strengthening laws — as we have

done in New York — to keep guns away
from criminals, not weakening them.”

Proponents of lifting the one-handgun-
per-month restriction are quick to point out
second amendment concerns. “We had a
man come in looking to buy a handgun for
his daughter, wife and himself because he
felt his family was threatened,” said Brian
Reed, a gun dealer with the Damascus Gun
Shop in Damascus, Va.. “He couldn’t, be-
cause of the restriction, and he had to wait
months to buy them.”

Virginia guns have been selling at record
highs even with the restriction in place.
According to the Virginia State Police, be-
tween 2010 and 2011 there were 321,166
firearm background checks from licensed
dealers in Virginia, the largest number of
checks ever. Conservative estimates put
these sales into the millions of dollars.

 “Between 2010 and 2011 gun stores sold
$312.5 million in firearms, and another
$312.5 million on accessories. That’s $625
million in total sales,” said Reed. “With a
five percent sales tax that’s $31.25 million
collected for Virginia.”

Annette Eliot, president of Showmasters,
a family-owned gun show company, notes
that many of the Virginia gun dealerships
are small businesses. Although the one-
handgun-per-month restriction has limited
potential sales, lengthy wait times for back-
ground checks are a principal concern for
firearm dealers.

 “The average customer is delayed by four
hours because of background checks, it’s
expensive because people walk away from
sales,” said Eliot. “These are small business-
men, last year dealers lost 12 percent in
sales, that’s a hit.”

Delays most often occur when there is a
high volume of background checks that
must be processed. Customers who pur-
chase firearms in Virginia are subject to two
levels of background checks. The National
Instant Criminal Background Check System,
managed by the FBI, checks a national
databank of convicted felons who are ineli-
gible to purchase firearms. An additional
background check conducted by the Virginia

State Police looks closely at individuals who
were committed to mental hospitals, and
stems from the fallout of the Virginia Tech
massacre.

Background checks do not apply to pri-
vate sales, however, and law enforcement
officials do not know how many firearms
are sold under such circumstances. “That is
not something the Virginia Firearms Trans-
action Program is capable of tracking or
capturing, nor is the FTP mandated to do
so by state law,” said Corinne Geller, a
spokesperson for the Virginia State Police.

Proponents of stricter firearms controls
point to the “gun show loophole” as a source
of illegal firearms transactions. Gun shows
make space available for private citizens to
sell weapons from personal collections,
without conducting background checks. The
one handgun per month restriction does not
apply to such individuals. Applicability of
the restriction to private sales, however, was
never the intent of the original legislation.

“The perception was that people don’t go
to gun shows to buy 50 at a time,” said
Beyer. “The way the market worked at the
time had to do with the radical operation
of gun stores who could deal in volume.”

“Criminals don’t buy guns from private
individuals at gun shows, the truth is that
98 percent of guns used in crime come from
us,” said Reed. “Criminals will get guns, the
solution is tougher laws for criminals.”

Although Virginia has laws in place that
guard against falsifying documents when
purchasing handguns, it is not required to
report a lost or stolen firearm. According
to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives, such leniency creates an
atmosphere ripe for gun trafficking via
straw purchases.

In exchange for as little as $10, or an
equivalent in drugs, individuals with clean
records will purchase a handgun and give
the weapon to a ringleader for transporta-
tion.

“A straw purchaser is someone saying this
gun is for me, then meets a person a few
blocks away and gives them the gun,” said
Mike Campbell, a spokesperson with the
ATF, in a telephone interview. “Most people
buy a gun and choose to keep it for a while,
newly purchased guns used in crime scenes
are more likely to have been trafficked.”

Law enforcement agencies track crime
scene guns by following the supply chain,
from gun manufacture to wholesaler, dealer
and the individual who purchased the gun.
If the owner has sold the firearm without
keeping a record of the transaction, lost the
gun or had it stolen, the trail goes cold.

Law enforcement officers are not involved
in the political debate regarding the one
handgun per month restriction. “Virginia is
an island of loose gun regulations sur-
rounded by states with more stringent con-
trols on firearms,” said Campbell. “It’s not
our job to advise states what they can and
can not do with their laws. The people of
Virginia are the ones who elected their offi-
cials.”

Guns from the South

News

July 1 marks lifting of 19-year
restriction on hand gun purchases.

“We wanted to break the link between gun running in a
way that the second amendment would not be broken.”

— Don Beyer, Lieutenant Governor of Virginia under the Wilder administration

Guns on
display at
the Nation’s
Gun Show.
Private
owners of
guns in
Virginia are
not re-
quired to
conduct
background
checks
before
selling
firearms.
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Opinion

Every Vote in Virginia Will Count
Top presidential donor zip codes in this area show Virginia is purple;
Romney or Obama to be decided on Election Day.

Editorials

I
f you wonder if presidential politics re-
ally matters in this area, consider that
Northern Virginia and suburban Mary-
land hold some of the top zip codes for

contributions to the two major party candi-
dates.

Donors who live in McLean 22101 gave
$422,770 to Romney this presidential cycle,
and $232,876 to Obama. In McLean 22102,
donors gave Romney $255,444, and Obama
$193,321. In Arlington, 22207, donors gave

$193,543 to Obama and
$178,196 to Romney. In Alex-
andria 22314, donors gave
$172,425 to Romney and

$142,467 to Obama.
While Maryland consistently votes for Demo-

crats in presidential races, donors who live in
Potomac, Md. 20854 gave Romney $340,885,
and Obama $291,402.

In order to vote in the presidential election
on Tuesday, Nov. 6, residents must be regis-
tered to vote at their current address by Mon-
day, Oct. 15.

Virtually everyone in Northern Virginia is
eligible to vote absentee, and absentee voting

in person begins
Sept. 21. Here is
the qualification
that applies: Any
person who, in
the regular and
orderly course of
his business, pro-
fession, or occu-
pation, will be at
his place of work
and commuting
to and from his
home to his place of work for 11 or more hours
of the 13 hours that the polls are open.

Any commute in Northern Virginia could
potentially take four hours or more in a crisis
situation. This is definitely a case where vot-
ing early is an excellent idea. Don’t take the
risk that the next derecho storm or earthquake
will keep you from the polls on Nov. 6.

This area has very high rates of voter regis-
tration. Consider that Fairfax County, with a
population of just more than 1.1 million
people, has 711,817 registered voters. And 24
percent of Fairfax County’s population is un-

der 18, so not eligible to vote.
Arlington has a population of 216,000 and

157,236 registered voters. Sixteen percent are
under 18.

The City of Alexandria has a population of
144,000 with 101,887 registered voters; 17
percent are under 18.

We’re lucky in Virginia to have the Virginia
Public Access Project, vpap.org. On the VPAP
website, maps of Virginia’s zip codes showing
shades of red and blue give a quick visual sense
of how purple the Commonwealth really is.
Take a look.

McLean 22101
❖ Romney $422,770
❖ Obama $232,876
Bethesda 20817
❖ Obama $359,656
❖ Romney $249,399
Potomac 20854
❖ Romney $340,885
❖ Obama $291,402

Some Top Local Zips, Presidential Donors
McLean 22102
❖ Romney $255,444
❖ Obama $193,321
Arlington 22207
❖ Obama $193,543
❖ Romney $178,196
Alexandria 22314
❖ Romney $172,425
❖ Obama $142,467

Great Falls 22066
❖ Romney $166,457
❖ Obama $91,290
Arlington 22202
❖ Obama $79,568
❖ Romney $39, 740
Alexandria 22301
❖ Obama $52,347
❖ Romney $42,095

Source: OpenSecrets.com and VPAP.org

Compromise on E-ZPass Transponders
W

hile the Virginia Department of
Transportation initially proposed
that all E-ZPass customers would

pay $1 a month for each transponder they
have, on July 9 VDOT announced that if one
had a transponder before July 9, 2012, no fee
will need to be paid until one has to replace
the transponder.

New E-ZPass customers will pay a 50-cent

monthly fee for a standard transponder and
$1 monthly fee for a “Flex” transponder. The
Flex transponder allows drivers to switch to a
high-occupancy position if they have three or
more people in the vehicle so that they can
drive in the new Beltway toll lanes for free.
Drivers with fewer than three passengers will
pay a toll to drive in the express lanes that will
vary depending on how much traffic there is.

This is certainly better than charging all E-
ZPass users $1 per month per transponder. We
still wonder why the cost of transponders is
not recovered in the tolls paid rather than as a
separate fee whether or not drivers are regu-
larly driving on toll roads.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Clifton’s Old-Fashioned Fourth

Ready to march in the parade are (from left) Sam Kinter, 9; Dalton
Holbrook, 10; Brylan Noonan, 9; Price Holbrook, 7; Elliot Pline, 10;
Jacki Ramey, 9; and Hannah Ramey, 11.

Elsa Hencken, 8, shows her patriotic
pride.

The Town of Clifton celebrated the Fourth of July with a parade, flag cer-
emony and a potluck picnic in the park with moonbounces, tug-of-war, pie-eat-
ing and egg-toss competitions.
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A Michael Nash Company

◆ Additions & Extensions
◆ Major Renovations
◆ Two-Story Additions
◆ Total Kitchen Remodeling
◆ Total Bathroom Remodeling
◆ Complete Basement
   Remodeling

◆ Custom Garages
◆ Sun Rooms
◆ Screened Porches
◆ Custom Wine Cellars
◆ Jacuzzi & Steam
   Shower Spas
◆ Interior Design

Schools

G
reenbriar West sixth grade students
Saiteja Bevara, Dheeraj Bandaru and
Ajith Kanuri and team advisor Padmaja
Bevara participated and won second

place in the state level competition of the Army’s
eCybermission project. eCybermission is a web-
based Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) competition for students in
grades six through nine.

Epic Einsteins researched how trash burning
causes emissions lead to pollution and ultimately,

global warming. They hypothesized that by
designing a way to burn trash underground, this
would eliminate the amount of emissions in the
atmosphere. Their design allowed for trash to be
entered into the ground through a trash pipe, and
then filtered into a tunnel through a conveyor
belt. The trash would then fall through the
tunnels into a steel lined open fire chamber
where it would be burned, and the conveyor belt
would be powered by a windmill above the
underground landfill.

Front row, from left,
are Team: Epic

Einsteins — Saiteja
Bevara, Ajith Kanuri

and Dheeraj Bandrau
— joined by, back
row, from left, an

Ecybermission Am-
bassador, GBW Vice

Principal Lauryn
Campbell, GBW

Principal Lori Cleve-
land, Team Advisor

Padmaja Bevara,
parent Vasavi

Bandaru and parent
Ravi Kanuri.

Epic Einsteins Take Second in State
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News

E
xcuse me, I just wanted to let you
know that there is a copperhead sun-
ning itself on the boat launch. You’ll

want to be careful,” Chris Couchman of
Fountainhead Regional Park told members
of the Fairfax County Police Underwater
Search and Recovery Team as they were
preparing for a training exercise at the park
on June 13.

The copperhead snake is a pit viper com-
mon to Virginia — and poisonous, although
not the most aggressive of the poisonous
snakes in Virginia.

It is illegal to kill the copperhead unless
it presents an immediate threat to one’s
personal safety. This snake wasn’t aggres-
sive, but it was basking in a location too
close to dive team operations and the boat
launch at the park.

When faced with a poisonous snake, it’s
good to be with Fairfax County police offic-
ers. MPO Mike Nicholson, lead motor car-
rier detective of the Motor Carrier Unit and
15-year veteran of the Fairfax County Po-
lice Underwater Search and Recovery Team
fashioned a snake pole from some pvc pipe

and a rope and captured and relocated the
snake to a less-traveled area of the park to
enable the training exercise involving 23
police officers from Fairfax County and
Prince William County to proceed.

— Deb Cobb

Snake Wrangling at Fountainhead Regional Park

Fairfax County Police Search and Recovery Team diver MPO Mike
Nicholson crafts a snake pole out of pvc and rope to move a copperhead
snake that is sunning itself a little too close to the Dive Teams training
area at Fountainhead Regional Park on June 13.

On June 13, a copperhead snake
demonstrates it can swim at Foun-
tainhead Regional Park.

“

Photos by

Deb Cobb

Centre View

See Responding,  Page 9

By Deb Cobb

Centre View

9
11. What’s your emergency?” “I
just saw a guy’s boat sink in the
reservoir, I think he went under
with it.”

This fictional 911 call describes the sce-
nario for a joint training exercise between
the Fairfax County Underwater Search and
Recovery Team, the Fairfax County Police
Marine Patrol Unit and the Prince William
County Police Underwater Search and Re-
covery Unit that took place on June 13 in
the Occoquan Reservoir near Fountainhead
Regional Park: 23 law enforcement officers
worked together to locate a dummy repre-
senting a body and the boat and recover
them from the waters of the Occoquan Res-
ervoir.

Diver is considered the riskiest job in the
Fairfax County police department due to
nature of the work — underwater, in ever-
changing conditions with low to no visibil-
ity, low temperatures, and intense physical
demands. Says Unit Supervisor Lt. Lance
Schaible, “The danger never changes for
them whether it is a real-life situation or
training.” Training sessions are critical for
the unit to maintain skills, develop exper-
tise with new tools, develop familiarity and
comfort with different types of recovery
operations and to provide newer members
of the unit with experience.

Two days before the recovery exercise was
scheduled to start, two members of the
Marine Patrol Unit sank a body and a do-

nated boat in the Occoquan Reservoir just
off shore from the boat dock at Fountain-
head Regional Park.

On exercise day, after a briefing to review
the operation, assign responsibilities, dis-
cuss conditions, hazards and review proce-
dures and safety measures, the dive teams
suited up while the Marine Patrol Unit de-
ployed their side scan sonar to find the body
and the sunken boat. The Marine Patrol Unit

uses the sonar to search a grid pattern of
the floor of the reservoir based on witness
statements about where the victim and boat
went down. The sonar provides a detailed
view of the floor of the reservoir; it is low-
ered from the front of the boat and con-
nected via cable to a computer operated by
one of the marine patrol officers.

Once the body and boat are found, offic-
ers mark their location by dropping a crab

pot. The metal of the crab pot lights up
brightly on the sonar image and is the start-
ing point for the divers’ entry into the wa-
ter to recover the body, any evidence, and
the boat. Once the location is marked, the
MPU sets out diver flags to mark out the
area where the dive team will be operating
and then heads into shore to offload the

Underwater Search and Recovery Unit Trains in Occoquan
Dive team responds
to ever-changing
conditions.

MPO Charles Mills drops a dummy and will in short order sink the
dummy’s boat in the Occoquan Reservoir at Fountainhead Regional Park
on June 11 in preparation for a Dive Team training exercise to be held
on June 13. Mills is a member of the Fairfax County motor squad, a diver
on the Fairfax County Police Underwater Search and Recovery Team and
is detailed temporarily to the Marine Patrol Unit – which works in col-
laboration with the Dive Team.

Police Officer First Class Matthew
Grubb operates the Marine Patrol
Unit’s side scan sonar during a
Fairfax County Police Search and
Recovery Team training exercise at
Fountainhead Regional Park on
June 13. The side scan sonar is
used to locate bodies and evidence
underwater. Officer Carrie Bennett
is on temporary assignment to the
Marine Patrol Unit from the Mt.
Vernon district station.

“
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News

Officer Carrie Bennett of the
Fairfax County Police Marine Patrol
Unit hands an oxygen tank to a
Fairfax County Police Search and
Recovery Team diver in Occoquan
Reservoir at Fountainhead Re-
gional Park on June 13.

From Page 8

Responding to Underwater Scenario

Ron Miller (right) checks air tanks of a Fairfax County Police Search and
Recovery Team diver before he heads into the waters of Occoquan Reser-
voir on June 13. Miller is the lead dive team trainer, a retired Fairfax
County Police detective and a founding member of the dive team.

sonar and take on divers.
While the Marine Patrol Unit is searching

for the location of the body and the boat,
the dive teams do dry runs of their missions
on shore, planning each step to ensure
smooth and safe operations under water.

Once the body is recovered, the Fairfax
County dive team starts its operation to re-
cover the sunken boat by attaching lift bags
filling them with oxygen and bringing it to
the surface. Divers wear about 80 pounds
of gear, and each diver goes through a
health check and several safety checks be-
fore they enter the water.

“Fill your house with pitch black water,
have someone move everything around, and
then go find the remote,” so dive team mem-
ber PFC Robert Gogan describes the chal-

lenge of searching for bodies and evidence
in the murky waters of northern Virginia.
While searching in conditions of often zero-
visibility, divers must be mindful of hazards
such as debris, fishing lines and hooks while
carefully searching hand over hand for evi-
dence. The scene underwater is treated like
a crime scene, divers work to find and pre-
serve evidence as they recover the body and
the boat.

Special lift bags are attached to the boat
and then filled with oxygen supplied by an
extra tank brought out with the divers. Lift
operations are complex and can be ex-
tremely dangerous, particularly if heavy
objects are being lifted. The first team that
lifts the boat during this exercise attaches
the lift bags to one end of the boat and then
fills them, raising the boat perpendicular
to the reservoir floor. This strategy works
because the boat is so light. The team also
wants to practice a horizontal lift, simulat-
ing how they would extract a heavy object,
like a car, from the reservoir. They attach
lift bags to the front and rear end of the
boat and use a manifold system attached
to the oxygen tank to fill the bags simulta-
neously. Once the boat rises to the surface,
it is towed in to shore and removed from
the water.

Officers stow their gear, clean up the site
and then debrief about the operation. Each
member of the team gets a chance to talk
about things they thought worked, things
that didn’t, discuss what they could do dif-
ferently and identify lessons learned. “You
get so much more training value out of
things that don’t go the way that you’ve
planned — as long as it is safe,” Schaible
said about the importance of the day’s ex-
ercise,

The Fairfax County dive team is called in
to recover drowning victims and evidence
like weapons and other articles that have
been thrown into bodies of water. The team
holds monthly training exercises and plans
to train quarterly with the Prince William
County dive unit. This is the first time the
two units have held a joint training exer-
cise although they collaborate regularly
during recovery operations.
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1  7640 Kincheloe Road, Clifton — $1,800,000

11  4098 Orchard Drive, Fairfax — $906,000

5  3502
Mavis Court,

Fairfax —
$1,175,000

2  12522
Knollbrook
Drive, Clifton
— $1,650,000

Address ................................. BR FB HB .. Postal City ..... Sold Price ... Type ..... Lot AC . PostalCode ........ Subdivision ............... Date Sold

1  7640 KINCHELOE RD ............ 4 .. 5 . 1 ..... CLIFTON ...... $1,800,000 .... Detached .. 5.00 ........ 20124 ............. WYCKLAND ................. 05/24/12

2  12522 KNOLLBROOK DR ....... 5 .. 5 . 1 ..... CLIFTON ...... $1,650,000 .... Detached .. 5.00 ........ 20124 ....... FERGUSON KNOLLS ........... 05/15/12

3  12809 WYCKLOW DR ............ 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... CLIFTON ...... $1,300,000 .... Detached .. 5.00 ........ 20124 ......... WILGUSON HILLS ............. 05/09/12

4  13308 IVAKOTA FARM RD ...... 6 .. 4 . 1 ..... CLIFTON ...... $1,245,000 .... Detached .. 2.45 ........ 20124 ....... BALMORAL GREENS ........... 05/25/12

5  3502 MAVIS CT ..................... 6 .. 5 . 1 ...... FAIRFAX ...... $1,175,000 .... Detached .. 0.50 ........ 22030 .............. COBBDALE .................. 05/11/12

6  7780 KELLY ANN CT .............. 5 .. 4 . 0 FAIRFAX STATION $1,052,000 .... Detached .. 5.02 ........ 22039 ....... BRIARLYNN ESTATES ........... 05/15/12

7  7412 UNION RIDGE RD ......... 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... CLIFTON ...... $1,030,000 .... Detached .. 1.41 ........ 20124 ....... BALMORAL GREENS ........... 05/31/12

8  10605 FOURNIER DR ............ 4 .. 3 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $975,000 .... Detached .. 3.00 ........ 22039 .. HUNT AT FAIRFAX STATION ...... 05/25/12

9  11204 DEVEREUX MANOR LN 4 .. 4 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $920,000 .... Detached .. 5.00 ........ 22039 ....... DEVEREUX STATION ........... 05/31/12

10  10121 HAMPTON RD ............ 5 .. 3 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $911,300 .... Detached .. 5.77 ........ 22039 ............. SANDY RUN ................. 05/02/12

11  4098 ORCHARD DR .............. 6 .. 5 . 0 ...... FAIRFAX ......... $906,000 .... Detached .. 0.25 ........ 22032 ........... HALEMHURST ............... 05/17/12

Copyright 2012 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of June 15, 2012.

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Top Sales in
May 2012
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Home Life Style

See Remodeling,  Page 12

By Marilyn Campbell

Centre View

W
hether expanding a home or
just remodeling an existing
interior space, building
projects can be daunting, es-

pecially if the goal is to be finished by a
certain date.

 “If you wanted to get going on a project
and your goal was to be done by Thanks-
giving, the planning process and permit
process is probably as long as the building
process, but you don’t want to rush through
those aspects of it and then wish you’d done
something differently,” said David Vogt of

Case Design/Remodeling, Inc.

LOCAL CONTRACTORS say there are a
few things that homeowners can do before
the first nail is hammered to ensure a smooth
and an efficient construction process. Cre-
ating a list of everything that one might want
in a dream home is a good starting point.

“A client can benefit from doing their
homework and being engaged in the selec-
tion process early on,” said Vogt. “Maybe
start by collecting photographs and maga-
zine articles of things you like. That will help
paint an overall picture of the feel that you
want for the space.”

Bob Gallagher, president of Sun Design

Inc., in Burke, says a good source for ideas
is the Houzz Interior Design website
www.houzz.com as well as the iPad and
iPhone applications. “It is phenomenal.
There are many amazing photos on there.”

The next important step in the process
say experts is determining a budget. The
National Association of the Remodeling In-
dustry advises homeowners to decide how
much they are going to spend before call-
ing an architect or contractor. “The truth is
not many people enjoy establishing a re-
modeling budget,” said Dean Herriges, Na-
tional Association of the Remodeling Indus-
try National President in a statement. “Many
homeowners prefer to call a contractor and

expect him or her to create the budget for
them, which is not the best way to begin.”

 “I’d love for a client to have some num-
bers of how much they want to spend,” said
Jeff Pregman of Two Poor Teachers in
Annandale. “I’d rather have a client that has
a little bit of knowledge, a budget and a
timeline so I can come in and give them
everything they need.”

The National Association of the Remod-
eling Industry recommends that
homeowners decide how long they plan to
live in their home before deciding how
much to spend on remodeling costs. “If you

Experts offer suggestions for a
timely and efficient renovation.Home Remodeling 101

David Vogt of Case Design Remod-
eling, Inc. created an open kitchen
and dining area in this Falls
Church home. Local contractors
say developing a list of everything
that one might want in a dream
home is a good starting point
when remodeling.

“A client can benefit
from doing their
homework and being
engaged in the
selection process
early on.”

— David Vogt
of Case Design Remodeling, Inc.

Photos Courtesy of Case Design/Remodeling, Inc
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w/this coupon • Retail only • Expires 7/31/12

$500 OFF
the purchase of a Premium

Gallon of C2 Paint

GO GREEN!

LOW VOC

703-961-1200

13900 Metrotech Dr.
(Near Lowes)

Chantilly, VA 22151

Arlington
4110 40th Place N...........$1,799,999 ... Sun 1-4..............Beckie Owen...Long & Foster .. 703-328-4129

Burke
7006 Veering Ln.................$589,950....Sun 1-4...Kathleen Quintarelli ...........Weichert .. 703-862-8808

Centreville
8243 Battalion St................$334,900....Sun 1-4....Marguerite Roland............RE/MAX .. 703-577-4538

Chantilly
42344 Astors Beachwood Ct..$899,900..Sun 1-4..........Chris Pezzana ...........Weichert .. 703-447-1662

Clifton
12129 Beaver Creek Rd......$950,000....Sun 1-4..........Diane Lenahan .......... Wolf Run .. 703-283-7328
12404 Shari Hunt Grv......$1,500,000....Sun 1-4..Carol Hermandorfer...Long & Foster .. 703-503-1812
13201 Johnny Moore Ln .... $600,000....Sun 1-4......Scott MacDonald............RE/MAX .. 703-727-6900
7700 Kincheloe Rd .......... $1,395,000....Sun 1-4..Carol Hermandorfer...Long & Foster .. 703-503-1812
7802 Blackacre Rd ............. $675,000....Sun 1-4...........Cyndee Julian...Long & Foster .. 703-201-5834

Fairfax
4038  Heatherstone Ct........$494,900....Sun 1-4.............Jonna Quadt...Long & Foster .. 703-668-1816

Fairfax Station
8515 Heron Pond Ln .......... $765,000....Sun 1-4..................Tony Araj ..Samson Props .. 703-209-3535

Kingstowne/Alexandria
6204 Gum St. N..................$479,900..Sun 12-3..........Frank Freeman .......Avery-Hess .. 703-451-3007
6233 Cockspur Dr .............. $500,000....Sun 1-4 ...... Susan Mekenney............RE/MAX .. 703-283-6881

Lorton
8496 Silverview Ct ............. $749,900....Sun 1-4.............Kathy Peters...Long & Foster .. 703-915-2165

Manassas
10655 Moselle Ct ............... $499,500....Sun 1-4............Crystal Sarno...Long & Foster .. 703-927-6264

Springfield
8238 Taunton Pl .................$449,900....Sun 1-4..Carol Hermandorfer...Long & Foster .. 703-503-1812
8723 Stone Hill Pl .............. $415,000....Sun 1-4..........Jorge Martinez...Long & Foster .. 571-505-4768
9015 Golden Sunset Ln......$459,900....Sun 1-4.................Etta Gabel...Long & Foster .. 703-425-5163

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, JULY 14 & 15

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

To add your Realtor represented Open House to these
weekly listings, please call Karen Washburn at

703-778-9422 or E-Mail the info to:
kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Tuesday at 3 P.M.

Home Life Style

From Page 11 The contract should detail what the
contractor will and will not do, and
should include a list of materials for the
project, including size, color, model,
brand name and product, said Herriges.
Homeowners are advised to make sure
financial terms, including final price and
payment schedule, are spelled out in the
contract.

“The homeowner could and should ask
questions about the process for the
project’s development. They should make
sure they understand the sequence of
things that are being done so that deci-
sions needed are made when they are
needed,” said Potomac resident Susan
Matus of Case Design/Remodeling, Inc.
“Don’t design while you are under con-
struction. Spend the time in the begin-
ning so that you are not making changes
constantly during construction. A good
remodeler will have helped you make the
right decisions before the project starts.”

Maintaining a good relationship with
a contractor is paramount to bringing a
project to fruition. “The key to a good
homeowner-contractor relationship is
open communication,” said Herriges.
“Start a dialogue over issues you have,
no matter how small you think they are.
Chances are the problem can be over-
come.”

Remodeling

Bob Gallagher, president of Sun Design in Northern Virginia, remodeled the
kitchen and dining area of this Fairfax Station home. Local contractors say
coming up with a budget can help ensure a smooth and efficient construction
process.
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are going to stay in the home for more
than 10 years, you should spend as much
as you are able to create the home of your
dreams,” said Herriges. “However, if you
are planning on moving in the near fu-
ture, you should take care not to over-
build for your neighborhood.”

AFTER A BUDGET is established, ex-
perts say homeowners must tackle the
task of interviewing and selecting a con-
tractor. Contractors can be found through
the National Association of Home Build-
ers and the National Association of the
Remodeling Industry. Homeowners
should ask prospective contractors for
references and proof of insurance. The
National Association of the Remodeling
Industry also suggests checking with the
government Consumer Affairs Office and
the Better Business Bureau for com-
plaints on record for the contractor.

Once a decision is made about who will
do the construction, it is time to seal the
deal. “The contract is a critical step in
any remodeling project. This is the one
item that holds the job together and en-
sures that all parties involved agree to
the same vision and scope for the
project,” said Herriges.
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People

WABC Scholarships
The Westfield Athletic Booster Club named the winners of the 2012 WABC Scholarships;
$12,000 was awarded to these 10 seniors at the Athletic Awards Ceremony on June 12
at Westfield High School. From left in the top row are Timothy Kearney, Matthew
Pisarcik, Connor Kirkham, Brett Campbell and Mark Gibson. From left on the bottom
row are Marisa Grayson, Abigail Fallon, Courtney Cleveland, Annie Perkins and  Katie
Castro.

F
air Lakes resident BethAnn
Telford was diagnosed with
a Stage III brain tumor in

2005, and is still fighting for her
life. But she works full time and,
via her nonprofit fund-raising or-
ganization, Team BT, she raises
money for the National Brain Tu-
mor Society (NBTS).

Telford also runs marathons and
participates in endurance races,
and one of her dreams is to com-
pete in this October’s Ironman
World Championships in Kona,
Hawaii. To win a slot in it, she
entered the Ironman Kona In-
spired “Anything is Possible” Video
Competition sponsored by
Yurbuds.

Her video was chosen in the first
round of the contest and must now
compete in the semi-finals as part
of the Round 3 grouping. From this

grouping, two videos will be se-
lected for entry into the Ironman
World Championships based on
the number of online votes re-
ceived.

Online voting began July 4 and
continues through July 18. To help
make Telford’s dream a reality, go
to:

http://apps.facebook.com/
konainspired?x=us_facebook
app_348_16

or mobile link http://
konainspired.thismoment.com/
u s / b a s e /
mobile#cat_16_content_348 to
reach the Kona Inspired Facebook
page and vote for Telford’s video.
The contest allows one vote per
24-hour time frame per computer,
Smartphone or other device.

— Bonnie Hobbs

Telford in Contest
To Enter Ironman

Write
Centre View welcomes views on any public issue.

Send letters to:
centreview@connectionnewspapers.com
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Rajesh N. Mehra is a
Board Certified Family Physician,
serving your community for over 20 years.

Major Insurances Accepted

Your Complete
Health Care Center

4437 Brookfield Corporate Dr.,
Chantilly, VA 20151
703-968-7277

www.chantillymedicalpractice.com

We are open:
• Mon. - Thurs. 8 A.M.–6 P.M.

• Friday 9 A.M.–5 P.M.
• Sat. 9 A.M.–1 P.M.

•URGENT CARE
•CHRONIC MEDICAL CARE
•IN HOUSE LAB &
  DIGITAL X-RAYS
•LARGE MULTI-SPECIALTY
  FACILITY
•PHYSICALS - Schools,
  Sports & Immigration

•URGENT CARE
•CHRONIC MEDICAL CARE
•IN HOUSE LAB &
  DIGITAL X-RAYS
•LARGE MULTI-SPECIALTY
  FACILITY
•PHYSICALS - Schools,
  Sports & Immigration

NO CO-PAY
New Patients

Only.

$1000 OFF
School Physicals

Blood work & immunizations extra.
With this coupon. Can not be combined

with other offers. Expires 9/30/12.

FREE
Medical Weight Loss Consult

Clinically Proven by Johns Hopkins -
Decrease or Eliminate Medications!

With this coupon. Expires 9/30/12

With this coupon. Expires 9/30/12

(regularly $95.00, now $85.00)

$1000 OFF
Blood work & immunizations extra.

With this coupon. Can not be combined
with other offers. Expires 9/30/12.

Sports Physicals
(regularly $70.00, now $60.00)

People

Scholarship
Awards
On June 11, Scholarship
Committee Chair Dr.
Joyce Brotton of the
Western Fairfax County
Woman’s Club presented
Chantilly High School
seniors Diana Saffarini,
left, and Jessica Bylund,
right, each with a $2,000
college scholarship.
Saffarini was awarded
the continuing Lois C. Howe Memorial Scholarship, endowed by the
family of Mrs. Howe, founder of the club’s Scholarship Project. Bylund
received the Randi Coates Weston Scholarship of 2012, augmented and
named in memory of a beloved club member who died unexpectedly on
May 30. Saffarini will attend Virginia Commonwealth University to begin
preparation for a career as a dentist. Her service as a Hugh O’Brien
Youth Ambassador included appearing with U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan on National Public Radio to discuss HOBY service goals.
Byland’s service projects included on-site work at a Guatemalan orphan-
age and cancer research fundraising. She will major in physics and
minor in Spanish plus participate in both Navy ROTC and the Corp of
Cadets at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. She hopes
to eventually serve aboard a U.S. nuclear submarine. On Tuesday, July
17, the Club will hold a CHS Scholarship fundraiser at the Greenbriar
Town Center’s Dogfish Head Ale House. Call 703-631-7093 for more
information on joining the Western Fairfax County Woman’s Club or the
July 17 fundraiser.

Grand Opening
Lindsay Veleber, financial advisor for Edward Jones Investments, cel-
ebrated the grand opening of her new office, on June 13, which included
a ribbon cutting ceremony with Chamber of Commerce members, her
branch office assistant, Brenda Vick, as well as, clients, friends,  and
members of the community. Veleber’s office is located in the Franklin
Farm Shopping Center, inside the Professional building in Herndon at
the intersection of Franklin Farm Road and Fairfax County Parkway.

Girl Scouts Honored
Graduating seniors Annie Cecil and
Reva Joshi of Chantilly High School
were honored at an area teen Girl
Scouts ceremony at the Fairfax County
Government Center on May 18.  Both
girls were recognized for participat-
ing in scouting for years and for
earning multiple Girl Scout awards,
including the Silver and Gold Awards.
The Gold Award is the highest award
a Girl Scout can earn and requires
hours of planning, demonstration of
leadership skills and community
service. Annie completed her Gold
Award project at the Katherine Hanley
Family Shelter, and Reva completed
her project for The Habitat for Hu-
manity Restore in Chantilly.
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C E N T R E V I L L E
THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION

Traditional
Anglican Service

1928 Book of
Common Prayer

13941 Braddock Road, (north off Rte. 29) Centreville, VA
703-830-3176 • www.thechurchoftheascension.org

Rev. Dr. Eugene Johnson, Pastor

Service Times:
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 AM
Children’s Church and Jr. Youth Church-
During regular Worship Service
Sunday School (9:00-9:45 AM/ All ages)
Spiritual Development Courses: (8:45-9:45 AM)
Youth Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 AM
(Rev. Bobby J. Ford Jr., Youth Minister)
Holy Communion (Third Sunday) 10:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/ Bible Study
and Spiritual Development Courses: 7:00 PM
(Includes Youth Bible Study)

6600 Old Centreville Road, Centreville, VA 20121
Phone: 703 830-8769; Fax: 703 830-6718

www.mountolive-church.org.
E-Mail: mtolive@mountolive-church.org

Mount Olive Baptist Church

Saint Andrew
Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Christian Education for All Ages: 9:45 a.m.

Adult Bible Study: Wed. 9:30 a.m.

 Our mission is to welcome all people,

to grow in our relationship with Christ,

and to serve the Lord

Braddock Road and Cranoke Street

Centreville, VA 20120

www.saintandrewlc.org

703-830-2768

Sunday Worship
Services
8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

b

b

Holy Communion 10 A.M. Sundays
(with Church School and Nursery)

Evening Prayer and Bible Study 7 P.M. Wednesdays

Calendar

Email announcements to centreview@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos wel-
come.

TUESDAY NIGHTS
World-Class Jazz. 6-9 p.m. Paul

Langosch on bass and Rick
Whitehead on guitar. At the Copper
Canyon, 5815 Trinity Parkway,
Centreville. Call 703-830-6600 for
reservations.

MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS
Zumba. 7-8 p.m. Latin-based dance

fitness classes — no gym membership
required. Visit
www.gozumbafun.com.

THROUGH AUG. 31
Summer Camp. For ages 3 to rising

9th graders. Teen Camp for rising
10th graders to rising 12th graders.
At Mount Olive Baptist Church, 6600
Old Centreville Road, Centreville.

THURSDAY/JULY 12
Needlework Crafts. Centerville

Stitchers welcome adults who enjoy
knitting, crocheting, or other
needlework crafts, and conversation.
1:30-3:30 p.m. Free. Centreville
Regional Library. 14200 St. Germain
Dr., Centreville. Call 703-803-0595
or email joknitter@verizon.net.

SATURDAY/JULY 14
Obon Festival. 5:30 p.m. Ekoji

Buddhist Temple is celebrating its
31st Obon Festival with a full-
evening of activities including
traditional Japanese folk dancing, a
memorial candle ceremony,
children’s games and a taiko
performance by Nen Daiko. On
Sunday, July 15, a joint service will
be held at 11 a.m. and will be
officiated by Rev. Brian Nagata, of
Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai — America
(BDK) visiting from Berkeley, Calif.,
who will also serve as the guest
speaker. Contact
information@ekoji.org or
www.ekoji.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 19
Hands-on History. 1:30-3:30 p.m. A

new program at Ellanor C. Lawrence
Park, 5040 Walney Road in, provides
an opportunity to experience how
children lived in the 1800s. A
costumed interpreter will lead the
program, adding to the authenticity
of the experience. Participants will
practice penmanship, wash clothes,
churn butter, and make ice cream.
This program is suitable for children
ages 4-9 years old. $10 per child per
session. Register at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
calendar.htm. Call 703-631-0013, or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/

ecl.
John McCutcheon. 7:30 p.m. Folk

musician at Frying Pan Farm Park in
Herndon.

FRIDAY/JULY 20
Musical. 7:30 p.m. Westfield Summer

Stage presents the Cole Porter
musical comedy, “Anything Goes.”
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at
the door. Seating is reserved. Buy
tickets online at
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 21
Children’s Concert. 10 a.m. The ever

popular Arts in the Parks Children’s
Entertainment Series at Ellanor C.
Lawrence Park will feature
DINOROCK. Free. Located at 5040
Walney Road.

Musical. 7:30 p.m. Westfield Summer
Stage presents the Cole Porter
musical comedy, “Anything Goes.”
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at
the door. Seating is reserved. Buy
tickets online at
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com.

SUNDAY/JULY 22
Music of the Civil War. 7:30 p.m.

Sully Historic Site and Frying Pan
Farm Park join together to host a
concert of period music in
commemoration of the 150th

anniversary of the Civil War. The
97th Regimental String Band
recreates an actual string band of the
Civil War Era singing a wide variety
of traditional American songs in
authentic, “living history” style. At
Frying Pan Farm Park Visitor Center,
2709 West Ox Road, Herndon. Call
703-437-1794.

Musical. 2 p.m. Westfield Summer
Stage presents the Cole Porter
musical comedy, “Anything Goes.”
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at
the door. Seating is reserved. Tickets:
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com.

THURSDAY/JULY 24
Needlework Crafts. Centerville

Stitchers welcome adults who enjoy
knitting, crocheting, or other
needlework crafts, and conversation.
6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Centreville
Regional Library. 14200 St. Germain
Dr., Centreville.If you have any
questions contact Jo at 703-803-0595
or email joknitter@verizon.net.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 25
Seminar. 7-8 p.m. Discover five tools to

make lasting lifestyle changes. Free.
Goose Creek Consulting. 5675 Stone
Road, Suite 230.

FRIDAY/JULY 27
Musical. 7:30 p.m. Westfield Summer

Stage presents the Cole Porter
musical comedy, “Anything Goes.”
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at
the door. Seating is reserved. Buy
tickets online at
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 28
Redefining Help Seminar. 10-11

a.m. Discover five tools to make
lasting lifestyle changes. Free. Goose
Creek Consulting. 5675 Stone Road,
Suite 230.

Musical. 7:30 p.m. Westfield Summer
Stage presents the Cole Porter
musical comedy, “Anything Goes.”
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at
the door. Seating is reserved. Tickets:
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com.

THURSDAY/AUG. 2
Hands-on History. 1:30-3:30 p.m. A

new program at Ellanor C. Lawrence
Park, 5040 Walney Road in, provides
an opportunity to experience how
children lived in the 1800s. A
costumed interpreter will lead the
program, adding to the authenticity of
the experience. Participants will
practice penmanship, wash clothes,
churn butter, and make ice cream. This
program is suitable for children ages 4-
9. $10 per child per session. Register at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl/
calendar.htm. Call 703-631-0013, or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ecl.
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Sports

Sometimes it’s the luck of the draw that puts you
into a league section where you really don’t belong.
Sometimes it’s the numbers that seed you in a
tougher division where it’s almost impossible to
compete. Sometimes it’s just a bad day when many
of your top swimmers are at camp or on vacation.
Whatever the reason, swimmers and coaches in the
area know that no matter how hard you prepare,
or how much improvement you show, your swim
team is going to have to dig really deep for a win
in Northern Virginia.

For the Sequoia Farms Stingrays, that elusive,
big win has been a beast to come by this season. A
quick look at the recent Olympic swimming trials
will give one a strong indication of why it has been
such a challenge. The strength of swimming, as a
sport in this geographic region is huge. A great
number of the nation’s top swimmers hail from this
region. Many of them may not currently train here
because of the (out of town) residency of numer-
ous top universities and coaches, but the
Washington, D.C. area is where a number of the
nation’s most accomplished swimmers spent their
formative years. So Sequoia (and many other)
swimmers, take heart, you are competing against
many of the best in the country and the larger the
team you swim against, the more likely you are to
run into some of this highly accomplished swim-
ming talent.

As for Saturday’s meet against the Arlington
Knights of Columbus, the Sequoia team experi-
enced the same fate as the week before, and despite
some great performances and a number of personal
bests, the Stingrays fell to the more experienced
team. While the Stingrays are heavy at the bottom
of the age roster (the 8 and under group is by far
the largest group), they haven’t matured enough
yet in the middle age groups to mount a strong,
overall attack. Those individual Stingrays who did
contribute to the final score this week were: Mat-
thew Bentley (third breast); Georgia Cerisano
(third free, second breast, second fly); Jesse
Cerisano (first free); Brian Chapman (first free,
second fly); Lauren Chin (first breast); Hannah
Clardy (third fly); Ian Clardy (first free, first back);

The Sully Station II Piranhas stormed their way
to a 233-187 win over Crosspointe on June 30.
While the region was clearing downed trees and
restoring power to thousands of homes, Sully II
generated their own electricity with fantastic
swims in their first home meet of the season. De-
spite more than 20 missing swimmers, the Piranhas
displayed their talent and depth by capturing 23
individual victories and completing five sweeps.

The 15-18 boys dominated in the pool and
turned in an unprecedented sweep of all four
events, led by Nick Campbell in the free (26.27)
and back (29.92), Connor Pangman in the breast-
stroke (36.69), and Austen Bundy in the fly
(29.57). Teammates Ben Wu, Kevin Jiang, and
Andrew Kwon rounded out this fearsome six and
spurred on other Piranhas to turn in personal bests.
The 15-18 girls completed a sweep in the fly as
well, led by Carli Molano (31.63), Madisyn Gra-
ham (34.75), and Kenzie Elliott (35.46).

In addition to Nick Campbell, five Piranhas cap-
tured victories in two events, including Angela Cai
in free (19.14) and breast (24.79), Brantley
Cervarich in free (36.34) and back (41.28), Tay-
lor Smith in breast (45.67) and fly (18.41), Carli
Molano in back (32.22) and fly, and Erin Schulte
in free (29.44) and breast (39.27).

Exceptional single event winners included
freestyler Harmon St. Germain (32.88),
backstrokers Faith Alston (43.79), Kellen Campbell
(38.93), Lauren Peters (38.24), and Nick Jiang
(36.53), and breaststrokers Aidan Crisci (50.59),
Flynn Crisci (42.56), Georgia Stamper (39.41), and
Michael Jiang (39.09). Twelve-year-old Georgia set
a new Piranha record by lowering the time she
turned in last weekend by .34.

The Piranhas secured the win by prevailing in
eight of 12 close individual races as well as six re-
lays. The team closed out the meet with
enthusiastic cheers and good sportsmanship.

ON THE HOTTEST DAY of the year to date, Sully

A pleasant surprise this season, has been the medley relay in the boys
15-18 group: Brian Chapman, Matt Cohen, Will Steinhilber and Blake
Feichtl (missing is Carlo Paraggio)
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Wins Don’t Come Easy in NoVa Swimming

Matthew Cohen (third back, third breast); Diego
Cromwell (third free, first back, first fly); Blake
Feichtl (second breast); Gillian Hadermann (sec-
ond breast); Kelsey Hamer (third back);

Avery Harris (first free, second back, first fly);
Brice Harris (third free, third fly);

Jessie Heise (third free, first back, third breast);
Sydney Loper (second free, first back, first fly);
Megan Marco (third free); Daniel Morris (third
free, third breast); Ryan Morris (second back, sec-
ond fly); Bridget O’Malley (second free, third
back); Carlo Paraggio (first back); Caroline Santilli
(first beast); Ella Santilli (first free, first back);

Diane Sellars (second free, second back, second
fly); Jennifer Steinhilber (second breast, second
fly); Russ Steinhilber (second free, third breast);
Will Steinhilber (second free, first breast, first fly);
James Williams (third breast); Nicole Williams
(second free); Samuel Williams (first breast).

In the relay events Sequoia Farms posted the
following wins: girls’ 9-10 100 medley (Sydney
Loper, Caroline Santilli, Sydney Fish, Julia Barrett);
girls’ 13-14 200 medley (Kelsey Hamer, Lauren
Chin, Georgia Cerisano, Nicole Williams); boys’ 15-
18 200 medley (Carlo Paraggio, Blake Feichtl, Will
Steinhilber, Brian L. Chapman).
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Sully II’s 15-18 boys rocked the
pool with extraordinary sweeps in
all four events. From left: Kevin
Jiang, Ben Wu, Austen Bundy,
Connor Pangman, Nick Campbell,
and Andrew Kwon.

Sully Station II’s 9-10 relay
squads both turned in best times,
with the girls breaking the team
record. From left: Kelly Elson,
Brantley Cervarich, Delaney
Kennedy, Allan Beres, Taylor Smith,
Aidan Crisci, Faith Alston, and
John Henry Stamper.

Sully Station II Defeats Crosspointe, Fall to Donaldson Run

Station II kept their cool by turning in 43 personal
best times in the meet against Donaldson Run. The
Piranhas braved the brutal weather on July 7, but
as temperatures surged to 105 degrees the team
was eventually scorched by sizzling competition in
the pool, 250-170.

The 9-10 girls made a splash by winning three
events, completing a freestyle sweep, and breaking
the team relay record with a time of 1:17.43.
Freestylers Delaney Kennedy (37.10), Daeun Lee
(37.71), and Kelly Elson (40.74) dominated their
race and started off the meet with speed. Victories
soon followed by teammates Faith Alston in back-
stroke (42.25) and Taylor Smith in breaststroke
(45.04).

Carli Molano topped the leader board with dual
wins in freestyle (27.80) and fly (31.64). Several
Piranhas teamed up to finish first and second in
their races, including breaststrokers Angela Cai
(24.14) and Madison Stalfort (27.52) in 8&U girls
and Flynn Crisci (41.76) and Harmon Saint
Germain (44.99) in 11-12 boys. Powerful back-

stroke duos included 11-12 boys Kellen Campbell
(38.34) and Brody Campbell (40.64) as well as 13-
14 boys Nick Jiang (36.77) and Jack Jiang (38.24).
Five other Piranhas nabbed individual wins:
Michael Jiang in freestyle (28.46), Brantley
Cervarich in backstroke (42.70), Lily Li in fly
(35.02), and breaststrokers Georgia Stamper
(39.46) and Erin Schulte (37.77).

Personal bests were recorded throughout the
meet, particularly for the team’s 8&U swimmers. In
backstroke, Caroline Li achieved an 11 percent
improvement in her backstroke followed by a 10
percent time drop for Collin West. Harrison Saint
Germain slashed 11 percent off his breaststroke
time and Isabella Burgos dropped almost 8 percent
in her freestyle.

Sully II will host Wakefield Chapel at their next
home meet on July 14.

— Kara Stamper

SSTs Fall, Soar Over
Busy Weekend

See SSTs,  Page 17

Despite the oppressive weather this weekend,
the Sully Station SSTs persevered, competing in
two “A” meets and a “B” meet on Monday. During
Saturday’s home meet against Hunter Mill, the
SSTs scored 50 personal best marks, swept three
events and were victorious in half the relay events.
Ultimately they fell to Hunter Mill with a score of
227 to 192.

The SSTs started strong with six out of 10 wins
in the freestyle events. Leading the way was Madi-
son Moon in the Girls 8u 25 meter, while Brian
Patten and Allison Hickey each had big wins in the
9-10 50 meter events. Anirwin Sridhar brought
home the win for the 13-14 boys, along with Danial
Okhovvatgiliani and Logan Coulson Moore for the
15-18s.

Backstroke is where Sully Station started to lose
ground, not pulling off a win until 10-year-old Elise
Mozeleski, swimming up two age groups in the
Girls 13-14 50 meter event, had a big finish win-
ning by more than four seconds. The 15-18 Girls,
swept their 50 meter event, with Logan Coulson
Moore earning the top spot, followed by Reagan
Warrington in second place and Zoe Hemmer in
third.

Things started heating up again in the breast-
stroke events, as 9-10s Brian Patten and Allison
Hickey again launched into first. The girls, swept
this event with Adison Moore finishing second and
Marie McPherson in third. Payton Moore and Bran-
don Fiala also won for the Girls 11-12 and Boys
15-18, respectively. Though the SSTs again faltered
in the butterfly, Elise Mozeleski prevailed once
more, this time swimming the Girls 9-10 25 meter
butterfly. Fiala also brought home his second win
of the day, swimming in the Boys 15-18 event. The
15-18 girls, Zoe Hemmer, Meagan Hickey and
Reagan Warrington, successfully executed their
Butterfly event, with the SSTs third sweep of the
day. Hemmer was the victor in this race, followed
by Hickey and Warrington.

SUNDAY THE SSTS traveled to Mansion House,
where they secured their second win of the season
by a score of 231-189. With a close score running
most of the meet, Sully Station produced 31 wins
for the day and 25 personal best marks.

Throughout freestyle and backstroke it was
anybody’s race, with the SSTs seizing first place in
11 out of 20 events. But, during breaststroke, the
team rallied, resulting in more successful swims in-
cluding more than half the wins and more
swimmers delivering the supporting points of sec-
ond and third place. In the first breaststroke event,
the 8u Boys set the tone with Adam Jefferson hus-
tling into first and Jack Townsend less than one
second behind in third place. The 8u Girls kicked
it up a notch, sweeping their event, with Brooke
Patten leading the way, Helene O’Brien in second
and Leah Mozeleski in third.

The SSTs swam harder and faster still during
Butterfly racking up seven wins. Again, the 8u boys
came out strong with Nate Hamluk capturing the
top spot in the Boys 25 meter and the 8u Girls, led
by Leah Mozeleski in first place delivered the sec-
ond sweep of the day. Helene O’Brien again
grabbed the second place finish and Madison Moon
placed third.

While still too close to call, the SSTs were de-
pending on their 12 relay teams to clinch the win.
The first relay win came with the Girls 8u 100
Meter Freestyle. Leah Mozeleski, Helene O’Brien,
Madison Moon and Lily Render dominated the
race, ultimately winning by nearly eight seconds.
Similarly the 9-10s swam commanding wins over
their opponents, with Austin Debrody, Brian
Patten, Logan Kimmel and Nicholas Stockel finish-
ing with 8.32 seconds to spare and Elise Mozeleski,
Adison Moore, Allison Hickey and Jessica
Dickinson beating Mansion House by 4.61 seconds.
With only victories in three out of the first eight
relays, the SSTs hunkered down, to capture the
number one spot in the last four events of the meet.
The highlight of the relay events came during the
Girls 15-18 200 Medley, when at the last minute,
the team’s anchor became ill and Grace McKnight
stepped up to take her place. The girls exerted a
phenomenal effort, but were still behind at the last
turn. In an astounding upset, McKnight clinched
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EUROPEAN IMPORTS SERVICE
AND PARTS

703-817-0650
14500-B Lee Rd., Chantilly

Viking
Automotive

visit us at www.vikingautomotive.com

Since 1985 dedicated to keeping your
European Import in factory condition with:

• Factory trained master technicians • Genuine European
Manufacturers’ parts • Emissions Certified Repair

• 24-hour drop off and pick up • Most extended warranty policies
accepted • Rental car reimbursement program

$25 OFF
Oil Change

BRUCE R. HUTCHISON, D.D.S.
MICHAEL H. GORMAN, D.D.S.
WHITNEY S. JARRELL, D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
14245-P Centreville Sq.
Centreville, VA 20121

703-830-9110
www.smilesforcentreville.com

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

“Whenever you buy quality from professionals
you get a better value.”

Fashionable Eyeglasses • Designer Frames • Sunglasses
Children Frames • Contact Lenses • Eye Exams

... and much more!
Chantilly

Professional Building
3910 Centreville Road
Suite 100, Chantilly VA

703-830-6377
EyeStreetOptical.com

  You’ll See…
The Difference

EYE STREET OPTICAL
Celebrating 25 Years of Serving the Community

$7500
 OFF Prescription Eyeware

w/ Complete Purchase
of New Frames & Lenses

With this coupon. Minimum purchase $200.00. Cannot be combined with other offers or
insurance. Not valid on Oakley, Maui Jim, Sport or Swim Goggles. Expires 7/31/12.

the win by .02 of a second.

FOR THE THIRD MEET in as many days, the SSTs traveled
to Poplar Tree for a “B” meet. Still high on the previous day’s
win, Sully Station pushed harder, resulting with 55 swimmers
beating their fastest swims, earning personal best marks.

In the first event of the evening, the Boys 6u 25 meter
freestyle, the SSTs swept, with Tyler Whitacre savoring the
win, Tommy Townsend placing second and Ariyan Jazaeri in
third. Swimming her first race ever, 6-year-old Keira O’Neal
also took first place. Several other SSTs came out on top in-
cluding, Lucas Boettcher in his first 8u Backstroke, Hallie
Puckett in the Girls 11-12 Backstroke, Patrick Kruk in the 11-
12 Boys Breaststroke, Kyle Talley in the Boys 13-14
Breaststroke, Kaleigh McFadden in the Girls 9-10 Butterfly
and Lauren McDermott in the Girls 13-14 Butterfly.

Regardless of wins, Sully Station had a phenomenal week-
end with most swimmers besting their fastest times. The
largest improvements came from Bryce Brown on Saturday,
with 11.13 percent bite out of his 25 meter butterfly,
Nathaniel Hamluk swimming Sunday’s 25 meter butterfly
11.67 percent faster and Ethan Mortier with an incredible
20.94 percent reduction in time in the 25 meter backstroke
on Monday.

In a sport where one’s greatest competition is oneself, it is
virtually impossible to improve with each swim. The best one
can hope for is to swim at 100 percent effort at all times. Seven
Sully Station swimmers achieved this feat, earning personal
best marks at both of this weekend’s “A” meets. This notable
achievement was completed by Jessica Dickinson, Collin Fiala,

SSTs Fall to Hunter Mill, Soar Over Mansion House

The SYA West Little League 9/10 All-Star team (Centreville) won the District 10 title
on Saturday, July 7 by beating Chantilly National, 11-1. SYA West will head off to
the state tournament next week, which will be held in Ashburn.
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The Sully Station girls upset Mansion
House Sunday, in an exciting sprint to the
finish of the 15-18 200 meter Medley
Relay. From left, Grace McKnight, Megan
Hickey, Logan Coulson Moore and Zoe
Hemmer.

From Page 16

Logan Kimmel, Madison Moon, Leah Mozeleski, Elayna Ren-
der and Jack Tyskowski. But most impressive, was 16-year-old
Jake Bowen in the Boys 15-18 50 meter butterfly. Bowen not
only beat his time on Saturday by .38 percent and on Sunday
by 1.06 percent, but crushed it again during Monday’s “B”
meet, with an improvement of another 1.58 percent.

Wednesday, July 11, Sully Station hosts the Divisional
Relay Carnival and will travel to Langley for an “A” meet on
Saturday the July 14.

— Stacey Huse
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The Brookfield Breakers held their annual Swim-A-Thon on July 8, with almost 50
swimmers, including swim team members, their families and friends, joining in the
fight against breast cancer in support of Inova Breast Care Institute. Swimmers re-
ceived pledges for swimming as many laps as they could in one hour. This year’s Swim-
A-Thon was held in honor of two Breakers moms, Kristin Nelson and Susan Ruth, who
have been a source of inspiration to the team, as they continue their treatments and
still remain active with the swim team this season. Visit www.inovabreastcare.org.

Brookfield Hosts Fundraiser
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Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 1 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 4:

• Centreville
EmploymentEmployment

DRIVER – JOB #2012-015
Operate 15 pass. van taking persons with 

disabilities to and from work/day 
programs.  Approx. 5-6 hrs./day.  

Requires willingness and physical ability 
to assist people and to secure wheel-
chairs on vehicles. AM route begins 

approx. 6:30 AM, finishes 9:30 AM.  PM
route begins approx. 4:00 PM finishes 

approx.  6:30 PM.  Priority will be given 
to applicants residing in Reston/

Herndon/Centreville vicinity.  M-F, 
$14/hr. EOE/AA.  M/F/D/V.  Criminal 
background check, good driving record 
and drug/alcohol screens required for 

all positions.
Apply online at www.echoworks.org or 

submit a resume with job title &
job # in subject line to:  
jobs@echoworks.org.

Closing Date July 20, 2012.

New!  Horizons Hospice is opening in the Annandale Area!
We invite you to come join us in our newest location. We have several positions available
for someone who is looking to help others and provide exceptional care to our patients!

We focus on 1 to 1 care for our patients; have the support of a full interdisciplinary team,
as we provide the patient care in their own community. Horizons Hospice truly makes a

difference in people’s lives!!

WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS AVAILABLE
RNCM

Must be a Registered Nurse and have a Nursing license
MSW

Must have your Masters degree in Social Work
CHAPLAIN

Must be Ordained
COMMUNITY EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE

Must have Marketing Experience
HHA

Must be certified
CLINICAL DIRECTOR

Must be a Registered Nurse and have Management Experience

We provide computerized documentation, competitive salary, and a great benefit package, vacation time, sick
time and paid holidays.  You do not have to travel to the office on a daily basis!  If interested please contact

Laura Angstadt @ PHONE: 877-946-7003
FAX: 888-362-0744

EMAIL: jobs@horizonshospice.org
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

M/F/D/V

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
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Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
•Patios •Walkways

•Retaining Walls
•Drainage Problems

•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash Removal
  Cars Removed

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

ClassifiedClassified
21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Taste of Hong Kong, Inc trad-
ing as Taste @ Hong Kong, 
13912 Lee Jackson Memorial 
Hwy, Chantilly, VA 20151. The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL for a wine 
and beer on Premise license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Jeff Lee Presi-
dent
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Huge Yard Sale - 
7/14/2012

8am to whenever it's all sold
Furniture, clothes, toys, 

statues, art work, jewelry, 
tools, garage items, tons of 

other items for sale.
4627 Fillingame Drive, 

Chantilly, VA 20151

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

Sally Elizabeth Burton 88 of Centreville, VA died 
Monday April 30, 2012 at Commonwealth Health and Rehabili-
tation Center in Fairfax, VA.

She was born in the Plato community of Pulaski 
County, KY, the daughter of George Boone and Maranda 
Purcell Burton, who preceded her in death. She graduated 
from the Foundation School of Berea College in 1944.

She then moved to Washington, D.C. for a career with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and retired as the 
Night Supervisor of the Service Unit, Division 4, Records and 
Communications.

She was a member of Centreville United Methodist 
Church, The Historic Centreville Society, and the Manassas 
Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.

She is survived by her niece, whom she loved as a 
daughter, Bonnie Ann Wood Garber and her husband, Thomas 
Templeman Garber of Spotsylvania County, VA and their son, 
James Thomas Garber and his wife Faith, of Washington, D.C.  
A sister, Louanna Burton Stewart and her husband, Bill, of 
Johnson City, TN; one brother, Boonie Burton, and his wife, 
Lucy of Lincoln County, KY, and two sisters-in-law, Maxine 
Burton and Alma Burton, both of Somerset, KY; and many 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

She was also preceded in death by a sister, Faye L. Bur-
ton Wood, of Centreville, VA, and her husband James F. Wood 
with whom she had made her home since 1950; three broth-
ers, Joseph Mason Burton, Sr., Gene B. Burton, and Paul 
Wesley Burton, and a nephew, Joseph Mason Burton, Jr., all of 
Somerset, KY.

A Memorial Service will be held on Sunday, July 22, 2012 
at 5:00 p.m. at Centreville United Methodist Church.

Contributions may  be made to Centreville United Method-
ist Church, 6400 Old Centreville Rd., Centreville VA 20121.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

The biggest things are always 
the easiest to do because there 

is no competition.
-William Van Horne
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Visit our website for coupons, shop info and to join our monthly savings newsletter www.elitecarcarecenter.com

703-803-8200

Certified Master Technicians • Free Shuttle Service • AAA/Senior Citizen Discount • We Will Also Service Your Fleet Accounts - Wright Express Available
all Foreign & Domestic Repairs & Services • State & Emissions Inspections • Computer Diagnostics • Nationwide Warranties • 30/60/90/120K Services

BUSINESS HOURS: M.-F. 7 AM–7 PM • SAT. 7 AM–5 PM

Located next to Ciro’s Pizza

Centreville Tire & Auto
6075 Centreville Crest Lane, Centreville, VA 20120

The Malm family Owned and Operated for 20 years!
Your Friendly Neighborhood Repair Shop

Looking for honesty, integrity,
quality workmanship and low prices?

Then Come See US!!
• Free customer shuttle service
• Did you know we accept most
   competitor’s coupons?
• Ask managers for more details.

50% OFF
Oil Change!!

Only $16.95

FREE
State

Inspection
(That’s the sticker

on your windshield!)

10%
OFF
Brakes

$49.95
Summer

Maintenance
Special

OVER $200
in Tire Savings

when you purchase
a set of 4

Most cars and light trucks.
Not valid with other offers.

Expires 7/31/12

Call for your tire size
pricing and more details!!!

Michelin, BFG, Uniroyal
or Maxxis Tires!!!

Includes:
• FREE Installation
• FREE Alignment
• FREE Lifetime Rotations
• FREE Road Hazard
• FREE Nationwide Warranty
• FREE 3-year Flat Tire
  Changing Assistance

Give your vehicle a
once over before the

hot temps strike!!
Includes: Oil change, rotate and

balance, battery test, brake, tire, light
and wipers check and other items as well!

Some restrictions may apply.
Call for details!

Most cars and light trucks. Up to 5qts
synthetic blend oil and standard filter.

Expires 8/31/12

Most cars
and light trucks.

Not valid with
other offers.

Expires 7/31/12

Most cars and
light trucks.

Not valid with other offers.

Expires 7/31/12

Most cars and
light trucks.

Not valid with
other offers. Up to

5qts synthetic blend
oil and standard filter.

Expires 7/31/12

News

By Jeanne Theismann

Centre View

I
t was an offer too good for HART
Technologies president Patrick
Chesnut’s employees to resist: a
chance to “toss the boss” over the

edge of a 15-story building in the inaugu-
ral Northern Vir-
ginia Over the Edge
fundraiser for Spe-
cial Olympics.

“It was an incred-
ible experience,”
said Chesnut, a
Chantilly resident
who rappelled down
the side of the
Hilton Crystal City
in Arlington June 22
along with his 14-
year-old son Ben.
“Once you are hanging out there, it’s an
exhilarating feeling. You want to do it for-
ever but at the same time can’t wait to get

to the ground.”
The Chesnuts joined area celebrities like

DC 101 DJ Elliot Segal of “Elliot in the
Morning” fame and ABC 7’s Steve Chenevey
in dangling 250-feet from the side of the
Hilton in an effort to raise awareness and
funds for Special Olympics of Virginia.

“Nonprofits are facing a lot of challenges
these days,” said Paul Griffith, who started
Over the Edge in 2004 as a one-time
fundraising event in his native Halifax, Nova
Scotia. “There are only so many charity
walks or runs you can do. Rappelling is
something different and a more exciting
way to bring awareness to an organization

like Special Olym-
pics.”

Participants had
to raise a minimum
of $1,000 for the
“privilege” to go
“Over the Edge” in
the first-time event
in Northern Vir-
ginia.

“We raised
enough for our CFO
Lori Wilson, VP of
engineering Steve

Lunsford and my son Ben to all participate,”
Chesnut said. “If I was going down, I was
taking them with me.”

Sixty-eight rappellers participated in the
event, raising more than $60,000 for Spe-
cial Olympics of Virginia.

“All four of us had a great time,” said
Chesnut, who has been a Special Olympics
supporter for more than 30 years. “It rein-
forced two key lessons in life: Pay attention
during the briefing and the first step is al-
ways the hardest.”

Ben, a rising freshman at Chantilly High
School, is excited to participate again next

Over the Edge
Father and son team
help raise $60,000
for Special Olympics.

Patrick Chesnut of Chantilly looks up at his son Ben Chesnut, 14, as
they both rappel down the side of the Crystal City Hilton in Arlington
on June 22. Both Chesnuts are part of the Hart Technologies
fundraising team that is raising money for Special Olympics Virginia.
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“Once you are hanging
out there, it’s an
exhilarating feeling. You
want to do it forever but
at the same time can’t
wait to get to the ground.”
—  Chantilly resident Patrick Chesnut

year, as is Chesnut’s 12-year-old daughter
Julia. “It might be a little hard to talk mom
into going, though,” Chesnut said of his wife
Jill. “But this was an amazing experience
and doing it for an organization like Spe-
cial Olympics made it all the better.”

For more information on Over the Edge
or how to participate next year, visit
www.OverTheEdgeVA.com or follow Spe-
cial Olympics of Virginia on Twitter at
@overtheedgeva.


